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noUeettoaa containing rareworfc* about the 
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The Soanes of North-Western Histoiy. 

The nattier monthly meeting of thei ysert work, but also of much use to member 
abote society took place ln their rooms 
Thunder night and wap hugely Attended. 

After some routine business the follow - 1 .. 

^uc were elected members ; Lb-Gov. Aik- 
S£ Mr.Ntchol, Merchants’ Bank; H. B. 

Mitchell. G. B. Gordon, W. G. Bell end 
James Penny. 

Messrs. Bryce, Panton snd Whiteher 
were named e Special Committee to Ar¬ 
range for the appointment ol a delegate to 
the next meeting of the Royal Society, at 
Ottawa. - 

WmOKbUMIOU. PHWiOKBKOJf. 

'The following letter, accompanied by a 
meteorological specimen, wa* read from 
Ben A. B. Baird, of Edmonton 

I send to son a specimen ef a curiosity 
' borhcod in the ho 

that , some meteorologistbeloniring to 
Historical and Scientific Sodety may be able 
to send os sa explanation of it. 
a termer in the Sturgeon Hirer 
•bom to miles from here found aearhl* house 
a snowball lying in a little depression in the 
saow. the snowball 'wasAbaut the sfseefe 
■ant list and not very regularly formed. The 
remarkable thing was that there was Imbedded 
in the snrfhoa of this snowball and lying in the 
d e pt w al on around it a large member: merkspa 
of little golden oolored globule* 
alas , man that of large 


destredT Accordingly. 1 bare waited upon 
prominent members of the Historical Society, 
and wUl place before you the reasilts of aay In* 
mthulaa 

" AH tirrSBWTINO H 18 T 0 KV. 

Probably uo portion of the Dominion baa 
been the scene ofsuoh varied and exciting In- 

.. a^. ■—» . 11 . i. «1 auMnmari h* MtlB AAAIMV 


WVRIOi: OttWnW* A««» sssvaaaasa*- 

aon'a Bay and its snores. whore for two centur¬ 
ies not only a large trade has centered, but 
where naral oomBtts and war-llko operations 
ana large scale were at dlObrent times carried 
on. nfficludw, likewise, the field ot discovery 
of many who in the Interest of science «> well 
of trade have penetrated ourvaatNorriiwMtcni 
solitudes and nave discovered vortouspolnta 
in the Arctic ocean. On these plains. too, two 

on^l iD and r httV™- 

the Anprloans. Where the city 
hum a tfwi<A plan ted the fint eettiemeoiv in 
35a ana about itt btototy cluster 

eyents ofgreat, even of tragic interest.Suchis 


this Nfloot ana »ooiu w o«Tk « 

sa«ra“SS' 

Strift Se country- The yearnowd^wr has 
been a most fniltful 2“® 
the nanere read and printed remain aa a perma 
nentresult. of the winter's work. 











































































of this kind in the Northwest. The student of 
North west history could spend several days In 

A W1DB F1KLU. 

m^5”? m«tnber 0 of this society who have thn 
S2S?2L wK ln !Sfe a i lon ^«** # jmnminir studios 
Sm 1 ^ !i y V*® tt wide opportunity Is 


B*«S* Amsterdam in 170ft. and at the Hague 
4n 17Uk Hie works are now very rsroTbut 
3 *M q !2!S ?°n i uUp **? their <!»• lathe library 
of thin society is a valuable six volume edition 
°{ft° 7 0Pl F °f Father Oharlftvolx, a member 
of the Jesuit society. published in Paris In 1744. 
r rom those volumes much of th** information 
Y® *f*vo ?/ Now Prance is obtainod. The 


and ho knows how to oh 


nmJ^K tt i nd , 18 S 01 7 reasonable in prtc 

arisifa Bsffi.sL 
»AwitewaE' , s a ,4 x 


obtainod ,a» to the early French times from 
Parkman g beaut fully written works, publish- 
ed in Boston, and also from an exoeUent work 
IS.wi?>, V0 » I K m ?» CawUens do I'oueet, 
published by Joseph Tasaeln Montreal, 1878/ 

44l VT ?tOKriIWR8TBRN tHAPKRlB. 

A£* r Now Franco had fallen into the hands 
of Britain a daring rade of-Canadian traders 


Canadian traders 


mi 

pfnrr 



bwt of all dealers in this oontinont 


So®ty! ftthPrlW<, ’ lBin th0 P°^°nTf 

w-,; .. AnorTncDSON'aBAV. 

TA mn Aeacopeof 
me society s work to deal with works of tmea! 

the Arctic regions, the held 
Wfl^MUmn nn^? P ? rtmeQt ls 0 O WidO that 

we cannot undertake to touch it. Moreover 

tebft 0 h? r t0 bo u *> d oretood that Mai& 

toba is so near the Arctic rcrioM 
that we are snccialiv .“Hipna 


ttaSf^;muXMV“ ry h and n 5 sXof of 
c °n n oction with the route by 
Hudson 8 Bay to Britain, deserves our beat at- 

-?$o 


down by twdnTon to It fa only ai! 

I snd panfal glimpse that we get of 
their wild life trom the books written about the 
fulfill)!? 1 < lurin S that period. , In 1778, 
Jonathan Carver, an Amorlean' traveller. 



S SSSPiJST& f’„#S 
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csssffiffl'iass.igfM^S 

•a octavo Tolmoeta lSa° VIwho Pnbltahed' 

. %*j***X TOWQg aKTTOJpUff, 

am fS^%s r £# »<"*■ 


AJjugJjder. ^ e i iry published an account of the 
u J lrt SflSft eD: hy him between the 
7£? r8 i^® q **** in which he describes bis 
^he Athabasca, - in com- 
panjr with rrobisher, ono of magnates of the 
Northwest Company. TheTinoet inter* 
a an< L rtliabfe work is that of 
AJgjander McKenzie, published in 1801. This 
celebrated man had the honor of discovering 
H 1 ® Arctic Ocean at tbe part where empties the 
t** 1 * 8 J 1 * 8 naa '*' He also, in 1788. 

Mountains, fim at .white- 
num north of Mexico, and reached tbevPacifte 
y?^* A book now very rare, la that-ef Ban- 
{®J'^rHarmon, published in 1820, of. a journey 
of 5,000 miles taken by him northwest of* Mon- 
lle givcs an account of nineteen years* 


Jn 1821 * V absorption Into the Hodsfiu* 
iUeStonoef’ ™ Northwest Companyoeated' 

t«rA¥ K 5! ,C ^5 r T «ADKRS AHD KXFLOKKBS. : ' 

the Hudson’sBar Company and North- 
5 ®?!?" were strugglinjfor the fur trade in ths 
North, on American of gre at energy. John Jar 
«ob Ajtar. was paSosg the ir bide 
^ ..ihs upper , lakes and ' oa the 
Pacific cooaL t Washingtou Irving’s 44 Astoria,’* 
^ terestteg and -graphic aooount 
Si/iSS ! 6 JPwujwM.- One of fne agents em- 
^ vow t . Alexander Boas, 

the - older inbabltaats 


iAfeoataa, who pub- 


on the Faalfio ooast, 

































































wan river, across LakeWinnipeg, through, 
ths, eoutiy ; to'Fort WllUam 
the lakes to Monntreal. HW narritive 
published in Frenoh. is now very lofcre. A y«y 
much battered oopyis in the potsetaon tif Den¬ 
ial Carer,' -of tnis' city, An Amenoan trans- 
lation of this work appeared In 189L One of 
the most striking ana successful exploratory 
expeditions in the Northwestern' United States 
was that otf Lewis and Clarke. In W04-A6 those 
travellers, starting from St. Louis, ascending tha 
Missouri, Qrossod ever' the mountains tothe 
Pacino. Ah exooUcnt account of their journey 
is given in the threo-volume edition pubUshoa 
in London in 181A Among the most interest* 
ing accounts of the Astor fur tradors is that of 
Ross Cox, published in* two volumes in the 
year 1892, of his journey to the west coast of 
America by way of Capo Horn, and a six years* 
residence on the west side of the Rocky noun* 
tains, along the Columbia lliver, ana of the 
romantic and eventful return across the moun¬ 
tains, very muoh in the same line as Fran- 
chore In the year 1817. Tho work is well 
worthy i f per sal. 

_ BRITISH COLUMBIA. 

The name of Vancouver Is identified with the 
discovery of our Pacific coast. An acoountof 
his voyage was published in six volumes in 
1881. in a work published at Paris in 1728 an 
account Ib given In four volumes of the voyages 


River settlement* 


VUVIk vu MJV . *kVU iwtovpiwm, 

published by order of tho Imperial Par¬ 
liament in 1810. A vory rare ' work, now 
out. of print, was published in I8XL 
being “observations on tho blue book of 1MB. 
The union of tho Northwest and Hudson Bay 
Companies tended very muoh to cover up sad 
hide from view the events of this very eventful 
period of olght years inthonlstory of Red River 
settlement. 

LATER RKD RIVER. 

The history of tlm quiet, peaceful times that 
Intervened ootween 1620 and 1870 when the 
Country was transferred to Canada has been 


1881. In a work 
account Ib givenfn four volumes of the voyages 
of I*. Porouse, an unfortunate navigator, who, 
leaving France in 1785, was never heard or after 
bis departure from Boany Bay In 1788. The 
introduction to these volumes gives an aooount 
of the attack of the was vossm " La Sceptre,” 
under the command of thianavigator, upon the 
forts of Hudson's Bay. His name has also boon 
connected with tho discovery of the Vancouver 
island region, but the account is very indefi¬ 
nite. A considerable number of works ha\ 


west coast of this continent. Wc simply 
mention a few of theseDunn’s Oregon,' 
love s Travels in British Columbia, and works 
by Rattray, Pemberton Mayne, A Maofle on 
Vancouver Island and British Columbia. 


is a journal oy wio iwv. uuuu wjv uh»* 

church of England Missionuryof the Red River 
settlement. This, an octavo volunie, was pub¬ 
lished in London in 1821. Miss Tucker, the 
well-known writer, has given a pleasing 
sketch of tho missions. carried on 
In Rupert’s l*and. in her little work * The 
Rainbow of the North,” published In 1858. In 
a two volume edition, published in 1849, enti¬ 
tled “Twenty-five Years Sorvico In tho Hud¬ 
son’s Bay Territory," Mr. John Mellon gives 
a somownat. lively account of the events trans¬ 
piring in the quarter century preceding that 
date. As already mentioned, Mr. Alexander 
Ross’s ** Rod River Settlement" gives a viow 
of tho country from its first days as a colony to 
the year 1856. The work on Red Rlvor, pub- 
Hahed by Mr. J. ,1. Hargravo-a member of this 
.Boclety—in 1871, is especially valuable for chap¬ 
ters 6, 7. and 8, containing an account of the or¬ 
ganization and system of tho Hudsons Bay 
Company, An immense array of facts, geo- 

S apnical and historical, will be founiTin 
e blue book oniered by tho Imperial 
Parliament in 1857. In his two volume work, 
-published in 1847, *’a narrative of a journey 
around the world"Sir George Simpson givesan 
account of his expedition through the North¬ 
west, though there are rumors that another 
hand than his had much to do with the exeeu 
tion of the work Every one Is familiar with 
Milton and Chcadle’s “Northwest passage by 
land,’published in 1865, which it is not too much 
to say has been the fruitful mother of many of 
the works of Northwestern travel that have 
since appeared. I must not forgot to mention 
the exceedingly interesting and instructive 
works published by His Grace .the Arch- 




























































It loteresttng one. Weowelttosursslveaand 
to posterity to gather 


_ ._ i up all the fragments. and 

hand them down to the future. There are many 
old residents still all re who p o a eess a van 
amount oflnfbrmstion of historical importance, 
I think we should make an eflbrt to obtain that 
information, get it in print and it will then be at 
our command (Or all time to oome. 
If we allow the preeentopportunity to pas* It 
will, in a few years, be lost forever. Winnipeg 
newspapers are engaged In recording the 
history to-day; still flier take a deep interest in 
that of the past, and I know that they will 
gladly publish every thing oonoeming the his¬ 
tory of the past that will be of value nersafter. 


mite Inlaad 
p ro — c ation of the 
igtvingto our friends 
learurBaa of Orn vast 
the Northwest 


note preparation of this I 

eastern Fro vlBosaac 
sou for histones) n 
IduUtestiWM, 

’ A discussion followed on tha paper, in 
which Bov, Prof. Bnw, IT. 8, Consul Taj' 
lor. Rev. Mr. Pritchard, Aid. Ram and 
Bov. Prof. Hart took part. 

After some business of a routine charac¬ 
ter waa transacted, the meeting adjourn¬ 
ed. 





